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THE 

Dreadful Vifitation 

I in ■ %% 

A fhort Account of the ' . I • 

Progrefs and Effe&s 

of the 

PLAGUE, 

The M Time it fpread in the City of 
LONDON in the Year 166$ extracted front 
the Memoirs of a Perfon who refided there, 
during the whole Time of that Infe&ion : 

With fome Thoughts on the Advantage' which 

would refult to Chriftianity, if a Spirit of Impartiality 
and true Charity was fuffered to prefide amongft the 
feveral religious Deoominations, &c. 



Deut. Chap. 3a, 29. O that they were wife, that 
they underjiood this, that they would confider their latttr 
End. 
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AMongft the many Calami: lea with which tl 
nighty is pleafed to vifit the Children 01 M 
order to reduce then) to ajufl Senfeoftheii o 
and entire Depehdance upon him, then 
any that arc more productive of true penitent Hui 
doll and of a Sight of what is realty good and tnd, 
F.\i!,than thole contagious Diftcmpcrs which, an 
tied God fonictimcs, fuff'ci 
In the Year 1665 the City of London « 
ttd by the Plague : An Account of th P 
Effects of that Vihtation was kept by a Citiv 
maincel there during the whole Time ol th. 
and appears to have been candid am! judicious in hi 
Remarks thereon. I truft my Readers m;iy, 
Defcription of that memorable Judgment, 1 
fuch Ltllons of belt Wifdom, which nothing 

ually produce, as a clofe and ferious 
Death and the Grave. The Introductii 
tagion in London was by fome Goods impo 

« Holland, which had been brought thither fn 
vant. It hrlt brokeout in the Houle where th 
were opened, from whence it fpread to othi 
In the firft Houfe that was infected then- die 
fons : A Neighbour who went to vifit them returning 
home gave the Diitempcr to her Family, and dfedwith 
all her Houfhold. The Pariih Officers who wreri 
ploy'd about the lick Perfons being alfoinf< 

•ficians perceived the Danger, and upon narrow Infp< 
allured, that it was indeed the Plague with all 1 

ing Particulars, & that it threatned a gen 
The People began nowto be allarmed all < 
the ufual Number of Burials within theBillsol 
ty for a Week were generally about 24. > to 

the 27th. to the 34 Jan. the printed Bill was 4 

e*er this went ofta^ain, and the Fiolt contn 
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fevere,till near the End of February the Bills decreafed 

again and People began to look upon the Danger as good 

as over; but in May the Bills greatly encreafed, and the 

Weather becoming hot, the Infection fpread again, in 

.a dreadful Manner. 

I lived, fays the Author, without Aldgate, and as the 
Diftemper had not reached to that Side of the City, our 
Neighbourhood continued eafy ; but at the other Lnd of 
the Town the Confternation was very great ; and the 
Nobility & Gentry thronged out of the Town, with 
their Families in an unufual Manner; nothing was to 
be feen but Waggons, Carts, and Coaches, with Goods 
and People and Horfe-Men attending them, hurrying 
away ; then empty Waggons and Carts appeared, who 
were apparently returning to fetch more People : Befides 
innumerable Numbers ofPeople on Horfeback, fitted out 
for travelling. This was a very melancholly Profpedt ; 
indeed there was nothing elfe of Moment to be feen, it 
filled my mind with very ferious Thoughts of the Mife- 
rythat was coming upon the City, and the unhappy Con- 
dition of thofe that would be left in it. By the End of 
July the Contagion had fpread and encreafed to a great 
Degree : Sorrow and Sadnefs fat upon every Face ; and 
tho' fome Parts were not yet overwhelmed, all looked 
deeply concerned. London might well be faidtobe all 
in Tears, theMourners did not go about the Streets, 
for no body made a formal Drefs of Mourning for their 
nearelt Relations ; but the Voice of Mourning, was in- 
deed, heard in the Streets ; the Shrieks of Women and 
Children at the Windows and Doors of their Houfes, 
where their dearert Relations were dying, were fo fre- 
quent to be heard, as we paffed the Streets, that it was 
enough to pierce the ftouteft Heart in the World. Tears 
and Lamentations were feen almoftin every Houfe, efpe- 
cially in the firft Part of the Vifitation; for towards the 
latter End People did not fo much concern themfelves 
for the lofs of their Friends, expecting, that themfelves 
fhould be fummoned the next Hour. 

It was a Time of very unhappy Breaches amongft 
ms, in Matters of Religion, Diviiwns&feparateOpini- 
)( -2 •!? 
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•n« prevailed j the Church w EHCLAWD v 

red, and the- Prefbyteriana ^ othei I 
fet up their Meetings foi worihip, and apart, in wlmh 
they \nrc frequently difturbed, theGoTemmenl endea- 

•ig to fupprefa their Meetings. Hut thii dn 
Vifitation reconciled the different Parties and to- 
il! Manner of Prejudice and Scruple rromthi 
pie'. But after the Sicknefs was over, that Spirit ofC 
tyfublided, and Things returned to their own Channel 
again. Here we marohferve, that a nearer View of Death 
would foon reconcile Men, of good Principles, to one 
another, and that it is chiefly owing toOUl ealySituati- 
ons in Life, and our putting theft Tilings far from us, 
that our Breaches are fomented, ami that then 
much Prejudice and want of Chriitian Charity and Union 
amongir us. A clofe View and Convene with Death, or 
with Difeaies that threaten Death, would fcum off the 
Gall of our Temper, remove our Animolitics, and hung 
us to fee with different Eyes. On the other Side of the 
Gr.:ve we fhall all be Brethren again. 

The Inns of Court were now all fhut up, there wa« 
but few Lawyers to be fecn in the City, indeed there 
was no need of them, for Quarrels and Diviftons abou 
Interefr had ccafed ; every Body was at P< 

'It was alfo worthy of Observation, as well as fruit- 
ful of Inftruction, to obferve with what Alacrity the 
People, of all Perfuafions, embraced the Opportunities 
th y had of attending upon the publick Worihip, and 
Other appointed Times of Devotion, as Humiliati 
Fallings and publick. Confcffion of Sins, to implore the 
Mercy of God and avert the Judgment which hung 
over their Heads. The Churches were fo throi 
that there was, often, no coming near, no, not to the 
very Door of the largelr Churches. There was alfo dai- 
ly Prayers appointed Morning and Evening, at which 
the People attended with uncommon Devotion. 

All Plays and Interludes which had la:<Iy began to 
encreafe amongff us, were forbid to a<^t ; the Gaming- 
Tables, publick Dancing-Rooms, and Mufk Ho 
which multiplied and began tu dirbauch theMann< 

•be 
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the People were fhut up and fuppreffed ; finding indeed 
no Trade, fur the Minds of the People were generally 
humbJed and agitated with other Things, Death waa 
before their Eyes, and every Body began to think of 
their Graves. 

The Infection ftill gradually encreafed till the Middle 
of Auguff, when there died a Thoufand aDay, by Ac- 
count of the weekly Bills, tho' they never gave a full 
Account by many Thoufands, many ofthe Parifh Offi- 
cers were taken lick themfelves and died when their Ac- 
count was to be given in. The Pariih of Stepney alone had 
within the Year, one Hundred &fixteen Sextons, Gra- 
ve-Diggers and Carriers of the Dead &c. Indeed the 
Work was not of a Nature to allow them leifure to take 
an exadt tale of the dead Bodies, which were all thrown 
together in the Dark in a Pit, to which no Man could 
come near without the utmoft Peril. 

I had, fays the Author, the Care of my Brother's Hou- 
fe which obliged me fometimes to go abroad. In thefe 
Walks I had difmal Scenes before my Eyes, as, parti- 
cularly, ofPerfons falling dead in the Streets, terrible 
Shrieks of Women, who in their Agonies would throw 
open their Chamber-Windows, & cry out in a difmal fur- 
prizing Manner ; it is impoffible, to defcribe the variety 
of Poftures in which the Paffions of the Poor People 
would exprefs themfelves. Paffing thro' Token Houfe 
Yard, of a hidden a Cafement violently opened juftover 
my Head, and a Woman gave three frightful Screeches, 
and then cry'd : Oh / Death, Death, Death, which ftruck 
me with Horror and a chilnefs in my very Blood, There 
was no Body to be feen in the whole Street, neither 
did any Window open, for People had no Curiofity, 
now, in any Cafe. I went on to pafs into Bell-Ally, 
where there was a greater Cry than that, I could hear 
Women and Children run fkreaming about the Rooms 
like diffracted ; when a Garret Window opened and fome 
Body from a Window on the other Side, afked : What 
is the Matter? Upon which it was anfwered : OLord! 
My old Majler has hanged himfelf. The other afked a- 
gaui : Is h« quite dtad? And the firit anfwered : Ay, Ay, 
)( i V"f 
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♦ This rmtil 

and very rich : t>ut tl 

credible, what dreadful Cafi 

mili, pie in tin 

or in the Torment of the Swelling, whi< 

intolerable, becoming raving and difti often timei 

laid violent Hands upon themfelves, throwing themfel- 

u t of Windows, or breaking out of tb< I 
dance naked about the Streets not knowing one cxtalie 
from another ; others, it not prevented, would run 

diucily down the River & plunge into the \\ a- 

Some <Iying of meer Grid as i Paflion, 

and fome of Fright and Surprize, without having 
received the Infection. It often pierced my very 
Soul, to hear the C ] roans fUld Cues of thole who 
were thus tormented ; but this of the Swi 

accounted the moft promifing particular in 
whole Infection, for if theft fwellings could he brought 
t-> break and run, the Patient generally recovi 
Whereas tholl who were ttruck with Death at th< 
mning of the Difhmper, and had Spots come up- 
on them, often went about indifferent cafy, till 
little before they died, and fome till the Moment tl 
diopt down ; fuch would be taken fuddenly very in 
and would run to fome convenient Place, or to thi 
own Houfes, if poiTible, and there fit down, grow faint 
and die. The Method the Magitlrates fell into of 
locking up the Doors of People's Houfes when 

taken the Diftemper, and Jetting Watchmen there 

t and Day, to prevent any going out to I, 
the Infection, looked hard and cruel, as, perhaps, thofe 
who were found in the Family might have cfc 
if they had been removed from the tick ; but the pub- 
: feem'd to juftify fuch a Conduct, and there 

no obtaining the lead Mitigation by any Ap- 
plication to the Magiftrates. This put People, who 
thought themfelves well, upon many Stratagem 

ut of their Confinements. Going out one Morn- 
ing, I heard a gr'-at Outcry, which prompting my Cu- 
riofity. I inquired the Caufe of a Perfon who looked 

out 
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f ut of a Window. A Watchman had been employ 'd 
to watch at the Door of a Houfe, which was infected 
ant! (hut up, both himfelf and the Day Watchman at- 
tended there a Day and two Nights. All this while 
no Noife had been heared, nor Lights ken in the 
Houfe; neither had they called for any Thing ; it 
fcems that two or three Days before, the Dead-Cart 
had ftop't there, and a Servant-Maid had been brought 
down to the Door dead, wrapt only in a green Rug, 
which the Buriers had put into the Cart and carried 
away : The next Day the Watchman heared great 
Crying and fcreeming in the Houfe, which he fuppo- 
fed was occafioned by fome of the Family dying juft 
at that Time ; upon which he knocked at the Door 
a great while, at laft one looked out, and faid with 
an angry quick Tone, and a Voice of one that was 
crying, what d'ye want, that ye make fuck a knocking ? He 
anfwered: I am the Watchman: How do you do? What is 
the Matter P The Perfon anfwered : What is that t$ 
you ? Stop the Dead-Cart. This was about one o' Clock j 
ibon after, he ftopt the Dead-Cart, and then knock'd 
again, but no Body anfwered : He continued knocking, 
and the Bellman called feveral Times : Bring W your 
Dead ; but no Body anfwered, till the Man that drove 
the Cart, being called to other Houfes, would ftay no 
longer, and drove away. In the Morning when the 
Day-Watchman came in, they knock't at the Door a 

freat while, but no B ody anfwering, they got a 
adder, and one of them went up to the Window, & 
looking into the Room, he faw a Woman lying dead upon 
the Floor, in a difmal Manner : But tho' he calledaloud & 
knocked hard on the Floor, with his Staff, no Body ftirr'd 
or anfwered : This they made known to the Magiftrate, 
who ordered the Houfe to be broken open, when no 
Body was found in the Houfe, but that young Wo-. 
man, who having been infected, and paft Recovery, 
the Reft had left her to die by herfelf, and were every 
one gone, having found fome Way to delude the 
Watchman, and go out ; as to thofe Cries, and Shrieks, 
which he heared, it was fuppofed, they were the paflion- 
)( 4 *» 
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ate Cries of tbe Family, at t l 

them all j this heii '• ' to the 

Mil! 
en butthefemay fumcetomewthe deep Diftrefs o( 

Death did not now hov< 
but looked into their Houfcs and Chambers, and 
ftared in theu . and tlio' th< forml 

Stupidity and Dull Mind; yc! there w 

Deal of juft Alarm (bunded in the inmofl Soul : Many 
Con: were awakened; many hud Hearts melt* 

ed into Tears ; many a penitent Confeffion was made 
of Crimes long concealed. People might be h 

in the Streets as we palled along calling upoflj 
» for Mercy, thro' Ji ius Christ, and (aj 

I have been a Thief'. I have been an Adultei 
been a Murderer, and the like; and none durfl Hop to 
make Inquiry into fuch Things, or to adminiften 
Comfort to the poor Creature, who in the- an 
both of Soul and Body thus cried out : Many were the 
Warnings that were then given by dying Penil 
to other:., not to put oft' and delay their Kepen 
to a Day of Diftrefs, that fuch a Time of Calamity 
as this was no Time for Repentance. 1 wifh, 

Author, I could repeat the very Sound of tho! I 
and Exclamations that I heated from feme poor dying 
( atures, when in the heighth of their Agonic 
Diftrefs; and that I could make him that reads this 
bear as, I imagine, I now hear them, for the Sound 
IS ftill to ring in my Ears. In the Beginning 
of September the Number of Burials incrcaling, the 
Church-Wardens of Aldgate Parifh ordered a 
to be dug, to hold all the Dead which might die in a 
Month, it was about forty Foot long and fixteen broad ; 
fome blamed the Church-Wardens for fuftering Inch 
a frightful Gulf to be dug; neverthek Is in two \\ 
they had thrown more than elevenHundrcd Bodi i into 
it, when they were obliged to till it up, 
were come within 6 Foot of the Surface. My Cu 
ty drove me to go, & fee this Pit, when there had 
near four hundred People buried in it. I got Admit- 
tance 
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tance into the Church-\ ard, by means of theSexton,wh» 
was a feniible, religious Man; he would have perfuad- 
cd me not to go, faying: " That it urn, indeed, their 
Duty to venture, and in it they /night hope to be preferved ; 
but that as I had no apparent call, he thought my Curioji- 
ty could not jujlify ?ny running that Hazard,, I told him, 
1 had been prejfed in my Mind to go, and that perhaps it 
might be an injirufiing Sight " Nay " Says " the good 
Man " If you will venture upon that Score, in the Name 
of GOD go in ; it U'ill be a Sermon to you, it may be the 
b(ji that ever you beared in your Life,, His D ifcour fes 
had fhock't my Refolution and 1 ftood wavering for a 
good while; but juft then IJheared the Bell-Man, and 
the Cart, loaded with dead Bodies, appearing, I. went 
in. There was no Body, as I could perceive, at firft, 
with the Cart but the Buriers, and the Man that led 
the Cart, but when they came to the Pit, they faw 
a Man mufled in a Cloak who appeared in great agony ; 
the Buriers immediately gathered about him, fuppofing 
he was one of thofe poor delirious or defperate Crea- 
tures, that would fometimes run to the Pit, wrapt in 
Blankets, and throw themfelves in, and as they faid, 
bury themfelves. When the Buriers came to him, they 
foon found he was neither defperate nor diftempered in 
Mind, but one opprefied with a dreadful Weight of 
Grief, having his Wife and feveral Children all in the 
Cart, that was juft come in with him, and he followed 
in Agony and excefs of Sorrow. He calmly defired 
the Buriers to let him alone, faid he would only fee the 
Bodies thrown in & go away, fo they left importuning 
him ; but no fooncr was the Cart turned round, and 
the Bodies fhot into the Pit promifcuoufly, which was 
i Surprize to him, for he at leaft expected, they would 
have been decently laid in, tho' indeed he was after- 
wards convinced that was impracticable, I fay, no foon- 
er did he fee the Sight, but he cry'd out aloud, unable 
:o contain himfelf, and fell down in a Swoon ; the 
Buriers ran to him, and took him up, and when he 
was come to himfelf, led him to a Place were he was 
aken Care of. He looked into the Pit again, as he 

went 



( ! 

went twtv, '• I the Holies, 

(o immediate '^"'g 

could be it bad in 

Bodies. Some were wrapt up i 

in Rugs fome little other than nak< 

what Covering they bad fell from them, in thefh 

ing out of the Cart, and they fell quite n.ik 

the refl ; bur I 

Indecency much to any on to be. 

huddled together into the common Grave oi Manl 

for here was no Difference made, but Poor and Kuh 

went together j there was no other Way oi Bui 

ther was it poflible there thould. 

fobn Htytvard under-Sexton, that i- Grave-Digger 
and of the Dead, never had the DiltYm, 

all, but lived about twenty Yeara after it. His Witc 

imployed to nurfe the infi >ple; yet 

herfelf never was infe&ed. The only Prclcrvati- 
llfed, againtl the Infection, was holding Garlick and 
Rue in his Mouth and fmoaking Tobacco; this 1 had 
from his own Mouth. His Wife's Remedy was w.i- 
fhing uer Head in Vinegar, and Iprinkling h 
Cloths i'o with Vinegar, as to keep them always moitt;| 
and if the Smell of any of thole the waited on 
than ordinary ofFenfive,fhe fnuftVincgar up intoherl 
fptinkled her Headcloths and held a Handkerchief wct- 
ed with Vinegar to her Mouth. 

And here I mult not omit mentioning the Difpo- 
fition of the People of that Day, with Rcfpi 
Charity to the Poor, which indeed was very large both 
in a publick and a private Way. Some piou 
were i'o zealous in this good Work, and fo confident 
in the Protection of Providence in the Difcharge of this 
great Duty, that they went about themfelves diftribut- 
ing Alms, and vifiting the poor Families that were in- 
fected, in ttn-ir very Houies, appointing Nurfes 

irics to lupply them with what the, 
Thus giving their Bleflings to the Poor in fubft; 
Relief, as well is hearty Prayers for them. I will not 
undertake to lay, that none of theie charitable P 

wci 
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were differed to die of tin- Plague, but this 1 may fay, 
that I never knew any of them miscarried, which t 
mention for the Encouragement of otheis inCafeoflike 
Diftrefs ; and doubtlefs, it they, "that. give tothe Poor, lend- 
to the Lord, and he will repay it,, thofe that hazard their 
Lives to give to the Poor, uik! to comfort and affiffc 
them in fuch a Mifery as this, may hope to be pro- 
tected therein. 

From the Middle of Auguft to the Middle of Sep- 
tember the Infection ftill encrealed and fpread itielf, 
with an irrefiftible Fury, it was reckoned that during 
that Time there died no lefs than fixteen Hundred a 
Day, one Day with another. It was then that the' 
Confufion and Terror was inexpreflible ; the Courage 
of the People appointed to carry away the Dead, be- 
gan to fail them : The Vigilance of the Magistrates 
was now put to the utmoft Trial. At laft the 
violence of the Diftemper came to fuch a height that the 
People fat ftill looking at one another, and feemed quite 
abandoned to Defpair. In a Word, People began to 
give themfelves up to a fear, that there was nothing 
to be expected, but a universal Defolation. This De- 
fpair made People bold and venturous, they were no 
more fhy of one another, as expecting there was now 
no avoiding the Diftemper, but that all muft go, this 
brought them to crow'd into the Churches, they inqui- 
red no more what Condition the People, who fat near 
them, was in, but looking upon themfelves all as fo 
many dead Corps, they came to the Churches without 
the leaft Caution, and crowded together, as if their 
Lives were of no Confequence, compared to the Work 
which they were come about : Indeed, their Zeal in 
coming, and the Farneftnefs and affectionate Atten- 
tion they fhewed to what they hcared, made it mani- 
feft, what Value People would put upon the Wor- 
fliip of God, if they thought, every Day they attended 
at the Church, would be their laft. It was in the Height 
of this Defpair, that it pleafed God to ftay his Hand, 
and to flacken the Fury of the Contagion, in a Manner 
as furprizing as that of its Beginning, and which de- 

monftrated 
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monftr.it be his own particular Hand 

the Ager hing but 

could have done it ; th I [ion defpifed .ill Medi- 

cine. I) I had it 

on as it did then, more would have cl< 

die Town of all its Inhabitants. In thai »men< 

when thirty Thoufand were dead in three "W c< ks, nay, 
when it was reported three Thoufiuid had died in one 
Night, and an Hundred Thoufand more were taken IkL, 
when we might well . i the H<lp of 

it pleaied God to caule the Fury of it to abate ; and 
by his immediate Hand to difarm the Enemy. I 
wonderful ! The Phyficians were furprized, whei 
they vifited, to find theii Patients better, and in a tew 
D , eve . Body was recovering: Nor was this hy 
any Medicine found out, or any new Method of Cure 
ivered, but it was evidently from the Secret invi- 
fihle Hand of him, that had at firft lent this l)i 
as a Judgment upon us. Let the Philofoph 
for Reafons in Nature to Account for it, and labour 
as much as they will to lcflbn the Debt they owe t 
their Maker ; thole Fhyhcians who had the leaf) Share 
of Religion in them were obliged to acknowledge that 
it was all fupernatural. The Streets were mm 
of poor recovering Creatures, who appeared very fenfible 
oc thankful to God for their uncxpect d I )eliverance : Yi t 
1 mult- own, that as for the generality of thePeople it n 
too juftly be faid of them, as was (aid of the Chihh 
Ih-arl, after they had been delivered from the Holt m 
Pharaoh. " That they fung his Praife y but they Joon for- 
got his Works. ,, 

The Author who was preferved unhurt, with hi* 
whole Family during the Time of the Sicknels, gives, 
Dl hi. Memoirs, a particular Account of the many 
Reafonings and Fears which affcclcd his Mind, before 
he could come to a fixed Conduiion, whether to Hay, 
and take his Lot in the Station in which God had 
placed him, or by leaving the Cily run the i 
unfettling himfelf, and lole his Effects, winch lay 
tered amongft the Merchants. At the earn< 

uttoia 
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tations of his Brother he had concluded to go, but 
being always croflcd in this Defign, by feveral Acci- 
dents, it came, one Morning, as he exprefies it, very 
warmly in his Mind, whether thefc repeated Difappoint- 
ments, were not Intimations to him, that it was the 
Will of Heaven he fhould not go, which was fucceed- 
ed by a farther Thought, that if this Suggeftion was 
from God, he was able effectually to preferve him 
in the midft of all Deaths and Dangers that would fur- 
round him, and that if he attempted to fecure him- 
felf, by fleeing from his Habitation and acted con- 
trary to thefe Intimations, which he believed to 
be divine, it was a kind of flying from God, who 
could caufe his Juftice to overtake him, when, and 
where he thought fit. 

But what finally fixed him in a Refolution to ftay, 
and caft himfelf, entirely upon the Prote&on and good 
Pleafure of the Almighty, was, that at a Time, when 
his Thoughts were more than commonly ferious up- 
on this weighty Subject, turning over the Bible which 
lay before him, he cry'd out : Well, I know not what 
to do, Lord, direel me ! at that Juncture happening to 
flop and calling his Eye on the Second Verfe of 01 ft. 
Pfalm, he read to the loth, as follows viz. " J will 
fay of the Lord, He is my Refuge, and my Fortrefs, my 
GOD, in him will I trujl. Surely he /hall deliver thee 
from the Snare of the Fowler, and from the noifom Pefli- 
lence. He /hall cover thee with his Feathers, and under 
his Wings /halt thou trujl : His Truth /hall he thy Shield 
and Buckler. Thou /halt not be afraid for the Terror by 
Night, nor for the Arrow that fiteth by Day: Nor for the 
Pejlilence that walketh in Darknefs : Nor for the Dejlruc- 
tion that wajleth at Noon-Day. A Thoufand /hall fall 
at thy Side, and ten Thoufand at thy right Hand: But 
it /hall not come nigh thee. Only with thine Eyes /halt 
thou behold and fee the Reward of the Wicked, Becaufe 
thou hafl made the Lord which is thy Refuge, even the 
Mojl-High tlry Habitation : There fiall no evil befal thee, 
wither /hall any Plague come nigh thy Dwelling &c. „ 

The 



( M ) 

TTnfpirarion of G • clear Information of th<- 1 

for the purcfl M that it is undcannel i 

_ 01 Method in leeking al . 
him ; true Holinefs being the bnl) T.itc ^ ntrancc intodn ine K 

i. 10, 34. That 

* I God is no refpecler tfPtrftU 

. ,rn.l worktt fktfi is accepted uiil< him. A 

Apoftie /'.»</ alfo Tells the Galatinu Ch.ip. C, i<;. TbatmCbriftJtfw 
neither Circwmcifi Thing, nor UncircnmcifioH, hut a nex$ 

Creature. Nothwithftandii I many mora 

fuch Dodrines contained in the Scriptures t Sclfifhn • 
Dry, thofe inhuman and bafe Qualities have been fuffered i 
rai amongft fuchi as are e l t e e m ed the moft pious in i 
vit.iI Seers and Parties of the Chriftian Church: The) h.iM 
and ftill raife in ever) Communion* afelfi/h partial On 
which confifts in courageoufl) defending 

and condemning the Dodri 
ami tiiu everj one is train'd up in Defence 1 of their own Church] 
their own Truth, their own Opinion : Ana he often 
to have the molt Meiir, and the molt Honour, who 

I defends ever) Thing amongft themfelvcs, and 
tcenfured in thofe th.it are[ot a different Com mi 
Now how (.111 Trnth, Goodnefs and Religion he more fin 
than by fuch Defenders of it? If you afk why the gxeai B (h >j 
of Meaux \\ rote fo many learned Bocks againR all Parts ol rhe | 
Reformation, it is becaufe he was horn in France. Had hi 
born in England, had he been bred at Oxford, he might hai 
vali'd our great Kilhop StiHingflttt, and would have wn ■• 
learn'd Folio's againit the Church of Rotm; as he has don- 
yet I will venture to fa v, that if each Church could pm 
but one Man a Piece, that had the Piety of an Apoftie, and the 
impartial Love of that firft Chriftians they would not want half 
a Sheet of Paper to hold their Articles of Union, nor he half an 
Hour before they were of one Religion. If we loved' Truth a? 
inch; if we fought it for its own fake; if we loved our neigh* 
1 . if we defir'd nothing by our Religion but 

to be acceptable to God; if we equally defir'd the Salvation of 
all Men; if we were afraid of Error, only becaufe of its hurt- 
ful Nature to us, and our Brethcrn of other Communions -hen 
nothing of this Spirit could have any Place in us. ForGodi 
miA they which dwell in God, they dwell in Love, j Jo\m. 4, id. 

rfal Love which gives the whole Strength irt to 

God, and which makes us love ever;. ' ■ <• love ourl 

nobleft, the molt divine, and God-lrke State of the 
Man any good, but fi 
this perfed ction' can no whan br foun 

in a pure difinterefted Love of God and our Neighbour. 1 

therefore 
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therefore a Commnuion of Saints in the Love of GOD, which n© 
one can learn from that whi h is called Orthodoxy in the dif- 
ferent Sect", but is only to be had by a total Dying to all world- 
ly Views, by a pure Love of GOD, and by fuch an XJnction from 
above, as delivers the Mind from all Sclfifhnefs, and makes it 
love Truth and Goodnefs, with anEquallity ofAftc&ion in every 
Man, let his Name and Profeliion to Religion be what it may. 
And by thus uniting in Heart and Spirit with all that is holy and 
good in a'l pvofeilions, we enter into the true Communion of 
Saints, and beco -le real Members of the true univerfal Chriftian 
Church, tho' we arc cunfin'd to the outward Worlhip of only 
One particular Part ol it. It is thus, that the Angels, as mim- 
Itring Spi.ii s aflift, join, unite and co-operate with every Thing 
that is hol\ and good in even Divifiou of Mankind, He that 
has been all his Life long ufed to look with great Slight upon 
thofc of other Profeifions, whom he has called Stcperftitions, Big- 
gots, canting Enthufiajh &c. mult naturally expect, they will be 
treated by GOD, as they have been by him; and if he had the 
Keys of the Kingdom of Heaven, fuch People woold find it 
hard, to get a Place in it. But it ftahds greatly in Hand to get 
rid of this Temper before we dye; for if nothing but universal 
Love can enter into the Kingdom of GOD, what can be more 
ncceflary for us, than to be full of this Love before we dye ? - 

We often hear of People of great Zeal declaring on their 
Death-Beds their Ariel Attachment to the Church of England, 
and making folemn Proteftations againft all other Churches, 
but how much better would ir. be, if fuch' a Perfon was to fay: 
" In this divided State of Chriftendom, 1 muft conform to fome 
** outv\ard divided Part of it, and therefore 1 have chofen to live 
" and d\ e in outward Communion with the church of Eng- 
" land; fully believing, that if 1 worfliip GOD in Spirit and in 
" Truth, in this divided Part of the Church, 1 ihall be as accep- 
" table to him, as if I had been a faithful Member of the one 
" whole Church, before it was broken into feparate Parts. But 
" as I am now going out of this difordered Divifion, into a 
" more univerfal State of Things, as I am going to the GOD of 
" all Churches, to a Kingdom of univerfal Love, which muft 
" have its Inhabitants from all People, Nations, and Languages 
" of the Earth; fo in this Spirit of univerfal Love, I defire to 
" perform my laft Ad of Communion joyning in Heart and Spirit 
" with all that is Chriftian, Holy and Good in all other Cnur- 
" ches; praying, from the Bottom of my Soul, that every Church 
" may have its Saints; that GOD'S Kingdom may come, his 
■« Will be done in every Divifion of Chriftians and Men, and 
*" that every Thing that hau Breath, may praife the Lord. 

An 
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AN Eminent Servant of GOD who h.id Known DcJivCi 
from the Dart Powers .mJ experimental]) fell thePo 1 

himfelf in th< following Words: " There is a Spirit which I 

iit-, to do no Evili nor to revenue .in\ \\ 
m ^ u t delights to endure all Thing* in Hopes to en jo 
••the Kiut; It 1 - Hope is to outlive .ill Wrath and Contention, 

• and to weai litation and Cruelty a or whatd 
.- ,. of a Nature contrar) to itfelf} it fees to the End 

, ptations; as it hears no Evil in it lelt'.fo it conceives none 
<• in Thought to any other; tor its Ground and Spring 
«« Mercies and 1 ol dOD ; its Crown it Meeknefi; 

«• ir^ i \c unfeignedi ami tak tgdoni 

«« with IntreatVi and not with Contention, ami keep 

«■ lowlinels <>1 Mind; in GOD alone it can rejoicc> tho' not 

«• regard it, or can own its Life; 'tis conceived in Sorrow 

•• brought forth without an) to pin it, nor doth it murmur at 

•■ Grief and Oppreffion; it never rcjoiceth but thro' Suffei 

•■ tor with tin- World's fa) it is murdered T found it alone 

• being forfaken : 1 havefFeilowlhip therein w ith thoft- that 

» in Dens and defblate Places of the Earth, who through Deata 
«« obtained Kd'urrection and eternal hol> Lite. » 
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